3.1.2 Timetable of IOP forecast criteria (to be refined and coordinated with AOC). The elements in this table define factors which should be taken into account for each type of IOP. Those shaded yellow are critical for the decision to conduct that kind of IOP. Other criteria may affect the desirability of an IOP, or the details of its conduct (e.g. exact timings). 
	Flights / IOPs
	Coordinated MCS flights
	ITF and heat low surveys 

(June-July)
	N-S surveys (‘monsoon flux’ flights)
	Stacked legs (land – ocean – atmos.) 
	E-W surveys (‘zonal’ flights)
	‘Outflow’ surveys
	Urban surveys

	Key Phenomena/ Lead time
	24 hours
	24 hours
	24 hours
	1 – 4 days
	24 hours
	1-3 days
	12 hours

	Intraseasonal regime
	Presence of a wet or dry period 
	Flights before and after monsoon onset
	Probability of monsoon-onset
	Presence of wet or dry period; likelihood of subsequent rain
	Presence of wet or dry period
	Needs to be defined.
	N/A

	Heat Low
	N/A
	Intensity of heat low? 
	Intensity of heat low?
	Intensity of heat low?
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	ITCZ/ITF
	Influences convective regime.
	Location of ITF affects flight patterns
	N/A
	N/A
	May influence latitude of flights
	N/A
	N/A

	Jets (AEJ, TEJ, STJ)
	Influences convective regime.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Affect latitude of flights
	Jet strengths influence outflow
	N/A

	AEWs and vortices
	Location and intensity of trough/ridge patterns and vortices
	Consider AEW activity and phase.
	Consider AEW activity and phase.
	Consider AEW activity and phase.
	Location and intensity of trough/ridge patterns and vortices
	Consider AEW activity and phase.
	N/A

	Dry intrusions
	Location and depth of dry air
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May be relevant to AEW patterns
	Strong SAL intrusions wil be of interest
	N/A

	MCSs and convection
	MCSs over the mesoscale ground sites
	Avoid Cb
	Avoid Cb
	Ahead of and behind MCS events (over several days)
	Avoid Cb
	May follow MCS events from east to west
	Avoid Cb

	Non-precipitating convection
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Northward extent may affect latitude of flights
	Northward extent may affect latitude of flights
	N/A

	Land surface
	Rainfall on dry surface could be attractive.
	Flights before and after monsoon onset
	Soil moisture may guide flight planning
	Rainfall on dry surface in N. Sahel would be optimal
	Strong E-W soil moisture variability
	Probably N/A – needs to be clarified
	N/A


Also, data from the mesoscale instrumented sites, and from recent aircraft observations, will be used in the planning process.
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