MINUTES of the CONFERENCE CALL

AMMA ST2-Forcasting Core Group
27 of June, 2005
Meeting main objectives: Second Conference call of this ST2-Forcasting Core Group 

· Core and Large Groups composition

· Forecasters team: 

· Capacity building (Set up the Organizing Committee for the Forcasters training course in Niamey)

· Forecasting Forms

· Dry Run 

· Leeds meeting preparation 
Attendees:

U. Leeds

Doug Parker 

CNRM

Jean Philippe Lafore, Mathieu Nuret

Albany U.

Chris Thorncroft

ACMAD

Andrè Kamga, Ali El Madjoud, Zilore Mumba

ASECNA

Abdou Assam
NOAA

Wassila Thiaw

1. Membership/participation in forecasting part of ST2/AOC

Core Group:

Short discussion on the Core Group composition who is a little to big to work efficiently. The following list is established.


( Action 1: J Phi provides lists (with e-mail addresses) to Chris who will update the 2 e-mail lists (done)

 
amma-forecasting-core@atmos.albany.edu
and amma-forecast@joss.ucar.edu
------------------------------------------------------------

Name


Affiliation

-------------------------------------------------------------

Earnest Afiesimama

Nigerian Met Service

Anton Beljaars
        
ECMWF




Aida Diongue

Senegelese Met Service

Al El Majdoub

ACMAD

Andre Kamga

ACMAD

Zilore Mumba                         
ACMAD
Jean-Philippe Lafore
Meteo France

Sean Milton

Met Office (UK)

Mathieu Nuret           
Meteo France

Doug Parker

University of Leeds (UK)

Wassila Thiaw

NCEP 

Chris Thorncroft

SUNY at Albany (US)

Abdou Assam

ASECNA
+ Forecaster from 

Benin, Ghana (dposika@yahoo.com) or Nigeria?
( Still not decided
--------------------------------------------------------------
Large Group:  persons to be shifted or added to the list already existing

--------------------------------------------------------------

Name


Affiliation

--------------------------------------------------------------

Andreas Fink

University of Cologne (Ger.)

Jim Haywood

Met Office (UK)

Luke Jones                      
Met Office (UK)
Marianne Diop

Senegelese Met Service

Mohamed Jidane         
Moroccan Met Service

Amadou Gaye

Ecole Supérieure Polytechnique, Dakar (Sen.)

Norbert Raynal  

Meteo France

Mahaman Saloum
       
Niger Met Service

Béatrice Marticorena
IPSL/LISA Paris

Céline Mari

LA Toulouse

Frank Roux

LA Toulouse

Rémy Roca

IPSL/LMD (Paris)

Vincent Giraud

LaMP (Clermont Ferrand)

Cyrille Flamant

IPCL/SA (Paris)

Patricia de Rosnay            
CESBIO

Jean Louis Roujean

CNRM

Nick Hall                         
LTHE
Michel Desbois

IPSL/LMD (Paris)

Marie Christine Dufresne
ACMAD

John Methven

UK airecraft team  <swrmethn@met.reading.ac.uk>
--------------------------------------------------------------

2. Forcasters team
A 1st draft list of AMMA forecasters has been established by Ali.
	N°
	Name
	Country/institution
	Status

	1
	Hama Hamidou
	ASECNA/Niger
	OK verbal

	2
	Saley Diori
	ASECNA/Niger
	OK verbal

	3
	Yerima Ladan
	ASECNA/Niger
	OK verbal

	4
	Ernest Afiesimama
	Nigeria
	Confirmed by mail

	5
	David Osika 
	Ghana
	Confirmed by mail

	6
	Madiagne Thiaw
	Sénégal
	Confirmed by mail

	7
	Mamadou Mbyda Sow
	Sénégal
	Confirmed by mail 

	8
	Augustin Tchanwo
	ASECNA/Cameroon
	Tb confirmed

	9
	Papa Wade
	ASECNA/EAMAC
	OK verbal 

	10
	Felix Aizoun
	Benin
	Tb confirmed

	11
	Almahadi Maiga 
	Mali
	Confirmed by mail

	12
	Ngakougnon Minde
	Tchad
	Ok verbal

	13
	??
	Cote d’Ivoire
	Tb confirmed

	14
	??
	Burkina Faso
	Tb confirmed

	15
	Diallo Boubakar Madina
	Guinée Conakry
	OK verbal



( Action 2: ACMAD finalized this list in collaboration with the Core Group

3. Capacity Building


3.1 ECMWF training courses to forecasters 


· The deadline to apply for the ECMWF training course is  July 29.  

· The 2005 course will be from October 10 to 14.

· Nevertheless this course is oriented on ECMWF products and not specifically on tropics.


( Action 3: Urgent! ACMAD accelerates so that at least one forecaster of the above list can apply to this course. Core Group (J Phi) sends a letter to ACMAD Director asking him to facilitate the application channelling to ECMWF (done). 


3.2 NCEP training courses


( Action 4: Wassila will discuss with the African Desk to clarify the procedure to provide  this opportunity to some persons of the AMMA forecasters team. He will send to the Core Group all these information (program, dates, procedure). In a second step ACMAD in collaboration with the Core Group will start the application process.


3.3 AMMA forecasters training courses

A 2 weeks Forecaster training course in Niamey will be organized spring 2006. The Organizing Committee is composed of Zilore Mumba (ACMAD), Wassila, J Phi to start.  We are still searching representatives for UK Met O., ECMWF, IRD Niamey. Zilore will head this committee.


( Action 5: 

· ASAP Zilore, Wassila and J Phi write a 1-2 page summary outlining this training course: objectives, program, budget

· Iteration with the Core Group and ST4 to agree and to improve this draft.
· Establish a work plan to prepare this Training Course, and get founding.
4. Forcasting Forms
 

 We made a big step forward since we have now about half the forms. There is still a big effort, but it's encouraging, as these forms appear very useful and they already stimulated the discussion. The status is the following: 

10 forms are available: 
   SST and fluxes 
   Soil Moisture, Fluxes 
   Onset 
   AEWs 
   Dry intrusions 
   ITCZ-ITF 
   Microphysics and anvils 
   WAM system and aerosols during the wet season 
   WAM system and ozone precursors during the wet season 
   Precipitation (Desbois, Chopin) 

For the others (11 of different size): 
   WAM system and ozone precursors during the dry season 
   WAM System / atmosphere (Janicot, Sultan, Wassila...) 
   WAM System / Land: /vegetation, albedo, temperature, radiation/ (Mougin, Roujean, Kergoat) 
   ENSO (Wassila) 
   Equatorial waves (Wassila, André, Chris, Sultan, Janicot...) 
   Intraseasonal variability (Wassila, André, Chris, Sultan, Janicot...) Above 3 item are closly connected. Serge woul like to be involved in the discussions. 
  Asian Monsoon (Roca) 
  Heat Low (Cyrille, Doug) 
  AEJ, TEJ (André, Doug, Chris, J Phi) 
  Sub TJ (Roca, Raymond) 
  MCS and convection (Lafore, Davis, Fink, Laurent) 

The Forecasting core group made during its Conf Call some recommendations and comments:

· Encouragement to finalize those forms. 

· Leeds meeting will be an opportunity to discuss the forms and improve them. (J Phi will present them at Leeds) 

· Ask for illustrations of the proposed products. Every body is free to propose a good day where the phenomena the Form is interested in, is well illustrated. For instance an AEW case to illustrate the proposed diagnostics for AEWs, of course! 

· We will have some overlapping between the forms. So in a second step, we will treat this question, and propose a minimum set of basic diagnostics for the atmosphere that we would like get for all the analysis and models involved in AMMA SOP. A link will be establish with WP1.1, WP4.1, WP5.1 groups for AMMA-EU  and WG1 WG5 at international level. Indeed these group plan to establish also basic diagnostics to compare models. It seems logical to try to share the same diagnostics when possible. For instance NWP models could use the same diagnostics as those decided in WP4.1 for models of the WAM global system. 

· We need to propose simple indexes (numbers) to quantify the characteristics of each phenomena (intensity, size, position...)

( Action 6:

· Finish the forms

· Ask for illustrations

· Document the data flow (volume, frequency, time needed, availability time and delay)

· put on a web page

5. Dry run
WHEN: 

Last 2 weeks of August (from 16 August)
A briefing/day at 13UTC: Conf call

( Action 7: Write ASAP a 1-2 page summary on the Dry Run organization (first draft J Phi). It will be presented and discussed at Leeds meeting. Evening session will allow to progress on the Dry Run organization and setup.

6. Next Conference Call

22 July between 3 and 5h30 pm (local French time)

