MINUTES of the CONFERENCE CALL

AMMA ST2-Forcasting Core Group
26 of May, 2005

+ Actions Status on 12 of June + Comments
Meeting objective: First Conference call of this ST2-Forcasting Core Group after email exchanges ( Discussion of the organization and of the work plan of this ST2 subgroup.
Attendees:

U. Leeds

Doug Parker 

CNRM

Jean Philippe Lafore, Mathieu Nuret

Albany U.

Chris Thorncroft

ACMAD

Andrè Kamga

Excused:

ACMAD

Ali El Madjoud

NOAA

Wassila Thiaw

1. Membership/participation in forecasting part of ST2/AOC

NB: Chris will modified the alias for each list

Core Group:

------------------------------------------------------------

Name


Affiliation

-------------------------------------------------------------

Ernest Afiesimama

Nigerian Met Service

Anton Beljaars
        
ECMWF

Aida Diongue

Senegelese Met Service

Marianne Diop

Senegelese Met Service


( J Phi wait for answer
Al El Majdoub

ACMAD

Mohamed Jidane         
Moroccan Met Service

Andre Kamga

ACMAD

Mr. Zilore Mumba

ACMAD
Jean-Philippe Lafore
Meteo France

Sean Milton (+Luke Jones)
Met Office (UK) 

Mathieu Nuret           
Meteo France

Doug Parker

University of Leeds (UK)

Wassila Thiaw

NCEP 

Chris Thorncroft

SUNY at Albany (US)

Abdou Assam

ASECNA
+ Forecaster from 

Benin




( J Phi wait for answer

+ Forecaster from 

Ghana (Wilson) or Nigeria?


( Doug wait for answer
--------------------------------------------------------------

Core Group Leaders: 
Jean-Philippe Lafore (MF)





Al El Majdoub  (ACMAD)



+ person from the chemistry part, or from UK Met O., 

or from NOAA (Wassila)?
( to be decided soon

Large Group:  persons to be shifted or added to the list

--------------------------------------------------------------

Name


Affiliation

--------------------------------------------------------------

Andreas Fink

University of Cologne (Ger.)

Jim Haywood

Met Office (UK)

Luke Jones

Met Office (UK) ( "dry run" forecasting and decisions on diagnostics
Amadou Gaye

Ecole Supérieure Polytechnique, Dakar (Sen.)

Norbert Raynal  

Meteo France

Mahaman Saloum
       
Niger Met Service

Béatrice Marticorena
IPSL/LISA Paris

Céline Mari

LA Toulouse

Frank Roux

LA Toulouse

Rémy Roca

IPSL/LMD (Paris)

Vincent Giraud

LaMP (Clermont Ferrand)

Cyrille Flamant

IPCL/SA (Paris)

Michel Desbois

IPSL/LMD (Paris)

Marie Christine Dufresne
ACMAD

--------------------------------------------------------------

2. Capacity Building

ECMWF training courses to forecasters 

( who will take in charge this action?

Wassila offered to host West Africa meteorologists with forecasting background if we can identify them and if the WMO PRs are willing to forward a WMO VCP application form to us.  Visit will be 4 months in winter 2005.



“Core group guessed that 4 months is too long” 


( Wassila: could you shorten the training, it will also increase the number of attendees Unfortunately, we can not change the Africa Desk training period.  We can host up to six visitors per year.  Shortening the training period to a few weeks implies more visitors and an increase in cost due to air tickets and other administrative charges (Wassila comments).  



     could you provide the training planning?

The current training plan is not entirely relevant to AMMA forecasting since it does not address short and medium range weather forecasts.  Instead the focus in on climate monitoring, diagnostics, and seasonal rainfall predictability.  We will have to work on a plan that fits AMMA needs (Wassila comments)

   ( J Phi: prepare a letter to ask to ACMAD to propose a list of forecasters for the SOP operations. 

Wassila propositions for forecasters with experience at short range:

Mr Augustin Chouanvo from Camreroon

Mr. Okoloye from Nigeria
The team must try to balance the countries and the language. As all communications (briefings, reports, discussion with scientists…) will be in English, it is important to always have at least one English speaking forecaster within each forecasters team.

2 weeks Forecaster training course in Niamey (spring 2006?)


   ( Creation of an Organization Committee: proposed members




ACMAD to chair the committee 
The DG ACMAD proposed Mr. Zilore Mumba (Research & Development division /Weather Watch & Forecast Department).



Wassila

Wassila proposes to join the organizing committee for the spring 2006 workshop



J Phi for MF




UK Met O. 



( Doug contact Met O.




ECMWF representative?

IRD Niamey?


    ( Must contact ST4 (Cheikh Kane)


    ( First priority will be searching for founding (nevertheless AMMA-EU can contribute: see Jan)

Caution: Courses will be in French with translation in English. It will rise problems. So a translator will be needed. This should not be a problem, local translators can be made available (French/English)

3. Overall strategy

List of LAM to be involved in the SOP-Forecasting exercise


UM (20 km) 

UK Met. O.


Sean Milton (+ Luke Jones)


WRF






Jenkins


WRF 


Dakar



Wassila?

We (US NWS) is in the process of helping the Senegal Met. Service to implement and run a LAM.  It is not clear yet if it is going to be WRF, NEMS, but most likely not ETA as we are discontinuing support for this model. (Wassila comments)


ETA (20 km) 

NCEP


Aladin (10 km) 
Météo-France


Mathieu Nuret


NORAF (29 km)
Moroccan Met Service
Mohamed Jidane



( J Phi. Collect basic information for each model (not discussed during the Conf Call) as a first step, before trying to coordinate and organize intercomparisons, basic diagnostics

How to collect models outputs and forecasting/monitoring products at AOC?


Often such product are available on web sites: see for example proposed by Wassila or Chris… (you can complet!) 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/index.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/hurricane/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/africa/index.html http://www.atmos.albany.edu/student/gareth/plots.html
http://www.marocmeteo.ma/spn
NCEP/ETA Model Forecasts : http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/african_desk/eta_fcst/wafrica/index.html

 
It will not be possible to all such sites with internet from Niamey. We must search a solution, to get only once a time each picture. We may install a mirror of each web site in Niamey, to avoid to drastically increase the internet traffic.



( J Phi can discuss that point with Serge Legouis (ST2-Communication subgroup)



( Is there another candidate to look at that question: Wassila?…

Pages summarizing key details regarding each phenomenon
Agreement on the format for summarizing key details regarding each phenomenon, as proposed by Remy Roca.

We established the following list of phenomenon to be documented during the SOP. 

( We will contact each PI proposed to a specific phenomenon to ask him to fill up the page following the format of the Remy’s example. 

( The deadline for this important action is short (15 June)


( The page will be put on the a web page (Wasila?)

We may be able to reorganize our web page to fit AMMA needs or to create a parallell page specifically designed for AMMA.  You let us know what your needs are. (Wassila comments)

( Need to provide the size of the image to be sent, their number and frequency. Also the avaibility time to quatify the need interm of transmission.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Phenomenon



PI

Other experts to be 

Core Group

involved to iterate on

     contact

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Atlantic and Mediterranean

Bourles




J Phi

Sea SSTs + fluxes
WAM System / atmosphere

Janicot

Sultan



Wassila

WAM System / Land: split in

Taylor





Doug


Vegetation




Mougin

Albedo

Soil moisture




De Rosnay, Boone

Fluxes

WAM System / Aerosols: split in
Jim Haywood
Marticorena, Gomez


Types of aerosols

WAM System / Chemistry: split in
Jim

Celine Mari, Peuch


Fires


Species


TTL



Mari





J Phi

ENSO




Wassila

Equatorial waves


Wassila, André, Chris, Sultan, Janicot...

Intraseasonal variability

Wassila, André, Chris, Sultan, Janicot...

 (dry and moist spells)

WAM Onset



Janicot

Sultan, Cyrille (SOP-B)
J Phi

Asian Monsoon


Roca?

David Stevenson?

J Phi

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Heat Low



Cyrille

Doug



J Phi

ITCZ, ITF



Doug

Chris, J Phi
AEJ, TEJ



André

Doug, Chris, J Phi

Sub TJ




Roca

Raymond


J Phi

AEWs and vorticies


Chris

André, Doug, Hall, Roux,Davis

Dry intrusions



Roca

Raymond


J Phi
MCS and convection


J Phi

Davis, Fink, Laurent

Precipitation



Desbois
Ramage


J Phi

Non precipitation clouds

Giraud

Bouniol, Protat

J Phi

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Dry run
No time left to discus that point. Proposition to start the last week of July. It will be difficult to find a period OK for everybody. 

It will be discussed next Conf Call.

URGENT: Janicot/Sultan to produce a data record for monsoon onset

ACMAD, Doug suggest: Last 2 weeks of August

CNRM suggest: Last 2 weeks of July
5. Other points

Briefings time: to be discussed in Leeds (morning briefing to be shifted from 08UTC to 07UTC?)

Nowcasting: to be discussed later

Dry run document: 
( must be diffused within the Forecasting large group and to all TTs and STs leaders.

6. Next Conference Call

Mid to end June

We must enlarge a little the group

