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 “ What to Expect from the Trappes C-band Polarimetric Radar “

par Jonathan J. Gourley

Centre de Météorologie Radar, Météo-France


Polarimetric radars transmit and receive energy at horizontal and vertical polarizations enabling them to resolve hydrometeor sizes, shapes, orientations, and phases.  A detailed analysis of data quality of the raw variables must be undertaken prior to developing algorithms that retrieve different hydrometeors (e.g., dry snow, rain, graupel, hail, etc.).  This talk will discuss error sources associated with the polarimetric variables (e.g., attenuation, calibration) and methods to correct them.  A fuzzy logic algorithm that successfully removes non-precipitating echoes from radar reflectivity maps will be presented.  Preliminary insights regarding the identification of the melting layer and hail will also be provided.     
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